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The purpose of this appendix is to examine, in greater detail, the communities in the study area. 
Of the ten communities in the Boulder Rural Fire Protection District, three were found to 
represent an extreme hazard; one was rated as very high hazard, one as moderate hazard and 
five as low hazard (see Figure 1 ). For easy reference, the map of communities presented in the 
main text has been reproduced here as Figure 2 . Figure 3  displays this grouping graphically. 
Table 1 has been included for quick identification.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 FIGURE 1. 

Community Groupings by Hazard Class
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FIGURE 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

    FIGURE 3. 

Hazard Ratings by Community
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TABLE 1. Communities by Hazard Rating 

Hazard Ratings for Boulder Rural FPD Communities   

Number  Community  (Ref.#) WP # Rank Score    

1 Poorman   Extreme 5   
2 Upper Sunshine Cyn.  Extreme 6   
3 Old Stage  Extreme 9  Extreme 
4 Lower Sunshine Cyn.  Very High 13  Very High 
5 Spring Valley  Moderate 24  High 
6 Orange Orchard  Low 31  Moderate 
7 Lake Valley/North Rim  Low 33  Low 
8 Valhalla  Low 35   
9 Heatherwood  Low 35   

10 Ouray   Low 37   
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A combination of adequate access, ignition resistant construction, and fuels reduction should 
create a safe environment for emergency service personnel and provide reasonable protection 
to structures from wildfire. These techniques should also significantly reduce the chances of a 
structure fire becoming an ignition source to the surrounding wildlands. 
 



In addition to the suggested mitigations listed for the individual communities, several general 
measures can be taken to improve fire safety. The following recommendations should be noted 
and practiced by anyone living in the Wildland-Urban Interface: 
 

1.  Be aware of the current fire danger in the area.   

   2.  Clean roofs and gutters at least twice a year, especially during cure-up in autumn. 

3.  Stack firewood uphill or on a side contour, at least 30 feet away from structures. 

 4.  Don't store combustibles or firewood under decks.  

   5.  Maintain and clean spark arresters on chimneys. 

6.  When possible, maintain an irrigated greenbelt around the home. 

7.  Connect, and have available, a minimum of 50 feet of garden hose.   

8.  Post reflective lot and/or house numbers so that they are clearly visible from the main  
road. Reflective numbers should also be visible on the structure itself. 

 

9.  Trees along driveways should be limbed and thinned as necessary to maintain a 
minimum 13�6�  vertical clearance for emergency vehicle access.   

 

10. Maintain your defensible space constantly: 

·  Mow grass and weeds to a low height. 

·  Remove any branches overhanging the roof or chimney. 

·  Remove all trash, debris, and cuttings from the defensible space. 
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All communities rated as extreme and very high hazard level were recommended for a parcel- 
level analysis. The recommendation is made in the moderate rated communities only if the 
evaluator felt a parcel-level analysis would generate a noticeable improvement in the 
community’s defensibility. 
 
 
Technical Terms 
 
The following definitions apply to terms used in the community description and 
recommendations sections of this appendix. 
 
Defensible Space : An area around a structure where fuels and vegetation are modified, 
cleared, or reduced to slow the spread of wildfire toward or from the structure. The design and 
extent of the defensible space is based on fuels, topography, and the design and materials of 
the structure. 
 
Extended Defensible Space  (also known as Zone 3): In this defensible space zone, treatment 
is continued beyond the recommended minimum boundary for defensible space. This zone 
focuses on forest management with fuels reduction being a secondary function. 
 
Shelter-in-Place Areas : There are several ways to protect the public from an advancing 
wildfire. One of these methods is evacuation, and involves relocation of the threatened 
population to a safer area. Another is to instruct people to remain inside their homes or public 
buildings until the danger passes. This concept is new to wildfire in the United States, but not to 
hazardous materials incident response, where time, hazards, and sheer logistics often make 
evacuation impossible. This concept is the dominant modality for public protection from wildfires 
in Australia, where fast moving, non-persistent fires in light fuels make evacuation impractical. 
The success of this tactic depends on a detailed pre-plan that takes into account the 
construction type and materials of the building used, topography, depth and type of the fuel 
profile, as well as current and expected weather and fire behavior. For a more complete 
discussion of the application and limitations of Shelter-in-Place concepts see the Addressing, 
Evacuation, and Shelter-In-Place FMU  section in the main report. 

 
Citizen Safety Zone : An area that can be used by residents for protection in the event that the 
main evacuation route is compromised. The area should be maintained, cleared of fuels, and 
large enough for all residents of the area to survive an advancing wildfire without special 
equipment or training.   
 
Fuelbreak : A natural or constructed discontinuity in a fuel profile used to segregate, stop, or 
reduce the spread of fire. As a practical matter, fuelbreaks in the WUI are most effective against 
crown fires.  
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The community level methodology for this assessment uses a Wildfire Hazard Rating (WHR) 
that was developed specifically to evaluate communities within the Wildland Urban Interface 
(WUI) for their relative wildfire hazard.1 The WHR model combines physical infrastructure such 
as structure density and roads, and fire behavior components like fuels and topography, with the 
field experience and knowledge of wildland fire experts. It has been proven and refined by use 
in rating over 1,400 neighborhoods throughout the United States. 

Many knowledgeable and experienced fire management professionals were queried about 
specific environmental and infrastructure factors, and wildfire behavior and hazards. Weightings 
within the model were established through these queries. The model was designed to be 
applicable throughout the western United States.  
 
The model was developed from the perspective of performing structural triage on a threatened 
community in the path of an advancing wildfire with moderate fire behavior. The WHR survey 
and fuel model ground truthing are accomplished by field surveyors with WUI fire experience. 
The rating system assigns up to a maximum of 60 points based on seven categories: average 
lot size, slope, primary aspect, average fuel type, fuel continuity, dominant construction type, 
and surface fuel loading. The higher the community scores, the lower its wildfire hazard. For 
example, a community with an average lot size of less than 1 acre and slopes of greater than 
30% would receive 0 points for those factors, whereas a community with an average lot size of 
5 acres and slopes of less than 15% would receive 16 points for the same factors. Additional 
hazards are then subtracted from the subtotal of points earned in the seven categories to give a 
final numeric value. The final value is then used to group communities into one of five hazard 
ratings: Extreme, Very High, High, Moderate, or Low.  
 
It is important to note that not all groupings occur in every geographic region. There are some 
areas with no low hazard communities, just as there are some areas with no extreme 
communities. The rankings are also related to what is customary for the area. For example, a 
high hazard area on the plains of Kansas may not look like a high hazard area in the Sierra 
Nevada. The system creates a relative ranking of community hazards in relation to the other 
communities in the study area. It is designed to be used by experienced wildland firefighters 
who have a familiarity with structural triage operations and fire behavior in the interface.  
  

                                                 
1 C. White, “Community Wildfire Hazard Rating Form” Wildfire Hazard Mitigation and Response Plan, Colorado State Forest Service, Ft. Collins, CO, 

1986. 
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1. Poorman 
 
FIGURE 4. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Extreme 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? Yes 

Are all access roads of adequate width? No 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1, 9 

Water supply: Large cistern 

Hazards: Steep slopes, ravines, inadequate roads, natural 
chimneys, propane tanks, power lines, wood roofs  

 
Description:  Moderate to large homes on medium sized lots. Dominant construction is wood 
siding with asphalt roofs; some wood shake roofs are present. Access is poor in some areas 
due to a narrow, dead-end road with a loose dirt surface. Long, steep, narrow driveways also 
exist. Poor address markers; missing or inconsistent placement and low visibility. Many homes 
have wooden decks and projections over flammable materials. Flammable outbuildings are 
present. In particular there are overhead power lines and propane tanks. Very few homes have 
defensible space. Many yards have flammable clutter including firewood piles. There is a large 
cistern within the area; it is protected from vandalism by a padlock. Fuels are mixed conifer, 
thick in some areas, and there is also a large grassy opening. Ladder fuels combined with dead 
and down fuels are present in moderate loads. Heavy fuel loads are present directly below the 
access roads into the area. The topography in this community is steep and complex. This 
subdivision is situated on a mid slope. 
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see Home Mitigation FMU  
in the main report for details). 

·  Extended defensible space is recommended for homes located in dangerous topography 
(in saddles, above natural chimneys, mid-slope on steep slopes, or on summits) with 
heavy fuel loads near or below the home. 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, especially 
where homes are upslope from heavy fuels. Replace all shake roofs with non-
combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent the 
ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials, especially where such 
openings are located on slopes above heavy fuels. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations. Clear 
flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes. Clear weeds and flammable 
vegetation to at least 30 feet away from propane tanks.  

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 
homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental plantings; 
especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Home Mitigation FMU  section in the main 
report). 

·  Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially important for 
narrow driveways and road segments (see the “Access Route Fuels Modification 
Recommendations” located in the Fuels Modification Projects FMU  section of the 
main report). 

·  Consider creating a shelter-in-place plan that includes preplanned escape routes for 
residents of homes with flammable construction types to homes designated as last 
resort shelter-in-place areas. Concentrate thinning efforts on fuels below the access to 
these homes. Shelter-in-place tactics are only recommended for ignition-resistant homes 
with conforming extended defensible space, and even then only as last resort, due to the 
dangerous fuels and topography in this community.  

·  Wherever possible, add pullouts for emergency apparatus on driveways and private 
roads longer than 300 feet. Turnarounds should be constructed at the end of all 
driveways and dead-end roads.  

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  Make certain that all responding fire agencies have access (combination, bolt cutters) to 

the water cistern. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2. Upper Sunshine Canyon 
 
FIGURE 5.  

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Extreme 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? Yes 

Are all access roads of adequate width? No 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1, 2, 8, 9 

Water supply: None 

Hazards: Steep slopes, ravines, inadequate roads, power lines, 
propane tanks, no water supply, wood roofs  

 
Description: Moderate to large homes on medium sized lots. Dominant construction is wood 
siding with asphalt roofs; some wood shake roofs are present. Access is poor in some areas 
due to a narrow, dead-end road. Some homes have wooden decks or projections over 
flammable materials. Some homes do not have visible address markers and most are not 
reflective. There is no water supply within the community. Very few homes have any defensible 
space. Some homes have thinned the timber but have left the slash on the ground. Overhead 
power lines and propane tanks exist. A major overhead power line also runs through the area. 
Fuels are primarily timber with a mix of grass, needle, and some scattered brush understory. 
Ladder fuels combined with down and dead fuels are present in moderate loads. Topography is 
steep and complex. This subdivision is situated on an upper slope. The homes at the very upper 
reaches of Sunshine Canyon Dr. (within the BRFPD) have a 4X4 drive access into the 
Pinebrook Hills Subdivision. This road has locked gates.  
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see Home Mitigation FMU  
in the main report for details). 

·  Extended defensible space is recommended for homes located in dangerous topography 
(in saddles, above natural chimneys, mid-slope on steep slopes, or on summits) with 
heavy fuel loads near or below the home. 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, especially 
where homes are upslope from heavy fuels. Replace all shake roofs with non-
combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent the 
ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials, especially where such 
openings are located on slopes above heavy fuels. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations. Clear 
flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes.  

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 
homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental plantings; 
especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Home Mitigation FMU  section in the main 
report). 

·  Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially important for 
narrow driveways and road segments (see the “Access Route Fuels Modification 
Recommendations” located in the Fuels Modification Projects FMU  section of the 
main report). 

·  Wherever possible, add pullouts for emergency apparatus on driveways and private 
roads longer than 300 feet. Turnarounds should be constructed at the end of all 
driveways and dead-end roads.  

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  Install a water cistern within the lower area of the community. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. Old Stage 
 
FIGURE 6. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Extreme 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? Yes 

Are all access roads of adequate width? No 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1, 2, 8 

Water supply: None 

Hazards: Steep slopes, ravines, inadequate roads, inadequate 
water supply, propane tanks  

 
Description: Most homes are moderate to large size on moderate lots. Wood siding with an 
asphalt roof is the most common construction type; however, there are some homes made with 
ignition resistive construction. Decks and other projections exist over flammable materials. Most 
homes have address markers on the home and at the street, but they are generally not 
reflective and may be difficult to spot in dark or smoky conditions. There is one poor road in this 
community and many long narrow driveways. Most homes have minimum defensible space. 
There is no water source in this community. Fuels are light to moderate loads of timber with 
shrubs and grasses in the understory. This community has propane tanks present. The 
topography in the area is complex, steep, and mostly on a southern aspect. Point of Pines Drive 
requires a standardized street sign. 
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·  A parcel-level analysis is recommended. 
·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see Home Mitigation FMU  

in the main report for details). 
·  Extended defensible space is recommended for homes located in dangerous topography 

(in saddles, above natural chimneys, mid-slope on steep slopes, or on summits) with 
heavy fuel loads near or below the home. 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, especially 
where homes are upslope from heavy fuels.  

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent the 
ingress of embers and kept clean of flammable materials, especially where such 
openings are located on slopes above heavy fuels. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations. Clear 
flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes.  

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 
homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental plantings; 
especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Home Mitigation FMU  section in the main 
report). 

·  Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially important for 
narrow driveways and road segments (see the “Access Route Fuels Modification 
Recommendations” located in the Fuels Modification Projects FMU  section of the 
main report). 

·  Wherever possible, add pullouts for emergency apparatus on driveways and private 
roads longer than 300 feet. Turnarounds should be constructed at the end of all 
driveways and dead-end roads.  

·  Improving the water supply to increase hydrant pressure and flow should be a priority 
project.  

·  Replacing broken and non-reflective street signs should also be considered a priority 
project. 

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  Improve “Point of Pines Drive” road sign. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 
 
 

 
 



4. Lower Sunshine Canyon 
 
FIGURE 7. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Very High 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? No 

Are there road grades > 8%? Yes 

Are all access roads of adequate width? No 

Average lot size: 1-5 Acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1, 2, 8 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Steep slopes, ravines, inadequate roads, main feed 
power line, wood roofs  

 
Description: This community consists of moderate to large homes on moderate to small lots. 
The dominant construction type is wood siding with asphalt or tile roofs, but there are some 
wood shake roofs. The homes have address markers, but most are not reflective. The homes 
outside of the Knollwood area rely on addresses fixed to the mailboxes. Road surfaces are 
good, but there are some long, narrow, and steep dirt driveways. These homes have heavier 
fuel loads present. Most homes do not have adequate defensible space. Hydrants are generally 
good, but there are none along Sunshine Canyon Drive itself. Of particular mention is 1400 
Sunshine Canyon Drive, which has a long (1500’) drive with multiple structures. There is no 
suitable turnaround at the end for larger fire apparatus. This community has moderate fuel loads 
of timber with a grass understory, and some shrubs are present. The topography is steep and 
complex. A main-feed power line runs over the area with moderate fuel loads underneath. 
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see Home Mitigation FMU  
in the main report for details). 

·  Extended defensible space is recommended for homes located in dangerous topography 
(in saddles, above natural chimneys, mid-slope on steep slopes, or on summits) with 
heavy fuel loads near or below the home. 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, especially 
where homes are upslope from heavy fuels. Replace all shake roofs with non-
combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent the 
ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials, especially where such 
openings are located on slopes above heavy fuels. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations.  
·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 

homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental plantings; 
especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Home Mitigation FMU  section in the main 
report). 

·  Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially important for 
narrow driveways and road segments (see the “Access Route Fuels Modification 
Recommendations” located in the Fuels Modification Projects FMU  section of the 
main report). 

·  Wherever possible, add pullouts for emergency apparatus on driveways and private 
roads longer than 300 feet. Turnarounds should be constructed at the end of all 
driveways and dead-end roads.  

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 
 

 
 



5. Spring Valley 
 
FIGURE 8. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Moderate  

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? No 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: <1 acre 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Steep slopes, wood roofs  
 
Description: This community is a mix of old and new construction. Wood siding with asphalt 
roofs is the dominant construction type, but there are some wood-shake roofs. Some decks are 
located over flammable materials. Addressing is neither standardized nor reflective. Roads are 
paved, but one way in and out. A hydrant system is present. Fuels are grass with yuccas mixed 
in. Topography rises steeply behind the homes to the west. The subdivision is located towards 
the bottom of the slope.    
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see the Plains 
Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, especially 
where homes are upslope from heavy fuels. Replace all shake roofs with non-
combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent the 
ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials, especially where such 
openings are located on slopes above heavy fuels. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations.  
·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 

homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental plantings, 
especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home 
Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
 



6. Orange Orchard 
 
FIGURE 9.  

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low  

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Inadequate roads, inadequate water supply, wood 
roofs  

 
Description: This community has two distinct areas. Homes are moderate to large and sit on 
medium sized lots. Construction is generally wood siding with asphalt or tile roofs, but 
approximately 40% of the structures have wooden roofs. Addressing is passable. There is a 
good hydrant network in the main part of the subdivision, but Pleasant Ridge Road does not 
have any hydrants. The main part of the subdivision has dual access on wide paved roads, but 
Pleasant Ridge Road is one way in and out. Most properties have some defensible space, but 
flammable ornamental vegetation is very close to structures. The primary fuel is short grass. 
Patches of tall grass (FM 3) exist in certain areas combined with different deciduous tree types. 
Topography is flat.   
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes, especially those located 
on the perimeter (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in 
the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs. Replace all 
shake roofs with non-combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent 
the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations.  
·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 

homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental 
plantings, especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and 
Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. Lake Valley / North Rim 
 
FIGURE 10. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: <1 acre 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Some wood roofs  
 
Description: This is a community of moderate homes on small lots. All of these homes are 
newer wood siding construction with asphalt roofs, but some have wooden roofs. Addressing is 
present for all of the residences, but not reflective. This community does have a good hydrant 
network. A fire station exists within the subdivision. The road surfaces and access in general is 
very good. Most homes do not have adequate defensible space. Fuels are short grass with 
some yuccas. A riparian gully exists on the west side. Boulder Open Space borders the 
subdivision on most sides. The general topography is rolling. 
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes; especially those located 
on the perimeter (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in 
the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs. Replace all 
shake roofs with non-combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent 
the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations.  
·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 

homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental 
plantings; especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and 
Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Add reflective addressing to all homes. 
·  Add a “No Outlet” sign to the Nicklaus Court street sign post. 

 
 



8. Valhalla 
 
FIGURE 11. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Power line, wood roofs  
 
Description: This is a community of moderate to large homes on moderate sized lots. Homes 
are constructed of wood siding with mostly asphalt roofs; some have wood-shake roofs. Some 
decks extend over flammable materials. Addressing is passable. None of the address markers 
that are present are reflective. Road surfaces are good. There is a water system with moderate 
spacing of hydrants. Few homes have adequate defensible space. Fuels are short grass with 
yuccas. Appears the grass is being grazed by livestock as of this writing. Boulder Open Space 
borders this subdivision to the north and west. Topography is flat.  
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes; especially those located 
on the perimeter (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in 
the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs. Replace all 
shake roofs with non-combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent 
the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations. Clear 
flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes. 

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 
homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental 
plantings; especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and 
Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Add reflective addressing to all long driveways and homes. 
·  Add a “No Outlet” sign to the Odin Avenue sign post. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Heatherwood 
 
FIGURE 12. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low  

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: <1 acre 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Some wood roofs 
 
Description:  Homes are of medium size and sit on small lots. This subdivision would classify as 
a typical suburban neighborhood. Painted wood siding with asphalt roofs best describes the 
construction, although there are a few wood roofs present. Half of the subdivision has roadways 
along the perimeter. Fuels are short grass. North and East adjacent to the subdivision is 
Boulder Open Space. Some of the adjacent land appears to be grazed by livestock currently. 
Topography is flat. 
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes on the perimeter of the 
subdivision (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in the 
main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs. Replace all 
shake roofs with non-combustible types such as metal or composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent 
the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations.  
·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 

homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental 
plantings; especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and 
Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Standardize reflective addressing to all homes. 
 



 
10. Ouray 
 
FIGURE 13. 

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low 

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: >5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Inadequate roads, power lines, propane tanks, above 
ground fuel tanks, dilapidated wood structures  

 
Description: Homes are moderate to large in size and sit on large (>5 acres) lots. Homes are 
mostly painted wood siding with asphalt roofs, although some ignition-resistant buildings exist. 
Dilapidated outbuildings with large amounts of combustible yard clutter are present. Access for 
some homes is via long, narrow, dirt driveways. Addressing is generally poor. There are 2 
hydrants located on Highlands Drive, also a lone hydrant at the corner of Ouray Drive and 
Oxford Road. There are overhead power lines, propane tanks, and above ground fuel tanks 
which may be a hazard to fire apparatus. Few homes have adequate defensible space. Fuels 
are short grass which appears to be grazed by livestock currently. There is a stringer of 
cottonwood trees north of Oxford Road. The general topography is flat.    
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see the Plains 
Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  in the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, this 
includes outbuildings.  

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to prevent 
the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from foundations. Clear 
flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes. Clear weeds and 
flammable vegetation to at least 30 feet away from propane tanks and above ground 
fuel tanks.  

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 feet of 
homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for ornamental 
plantings; especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains Communities FMU  and 
Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially important for 
narrow driveways and road segments (see the Access Route Fuels Modification  
Recommendations  located in the Fuels Modification Projects FMU  section of the 
main report). 

·  Wherever possible, on driveways and private roads longer than 300 feet, add 
pullouts for emergency apparatus. Turnarounds should be constructed at the end of 
all driveways and dead-end roads. 

·  Investigate the operational readiness of the water hydrant located at the corner of 
Ouray Drive and Oxford Road.      

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 

 
 
 


