Ouray

FIGURE 13.

Hazard Rating: Low

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes

Are there road grades > 8%7? No

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes

Average lot size: >5 acres

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1

Water supply: Hydrants

Hazards: Inadequate roads, power lines, propane

tanks, above ground fuel tanks, dilapidated
wood structures

Description: Homes are moderate to large in size and sit on large (>5 acres) lots.
Homes are mostly painted wood siding with asphalt roofs, although some ignition-
resistant buildings exist. Dilapidated outbuildings with large amounts of combustible yard
clutter are present. Access for some homes is via long, narrow, dirt driveways.
Addressing is generally poor. There are 2 hydrants located on Highlands Drive, also a
lone hydrant at the corner of Ouray Drive and Oxford Road. There are overhead power
lines, propane tanks, and above ground fuel tanks which may be a hazard to fire
apparatus. Few homes have adequate defensible space. Fuels are short grass which
appears to be grazed by livestock currently. There is a stringer of cottonwood trees north
of Oxford Road. The general topography is flat.



Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes (see the Plains
Communities FMU and Home Mitigation FMU in the main report for
details).

Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs, this
includes outbuildings.

Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to
prevent the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials.

Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from
foundations. Clear flammable vegetation away from power lines near homes.
Clear weeds and flammable vegetation to at least 30 feet away from propane
tanks and above ground fuel tanks.

Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30
feet of homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for
ornamental plantings; especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains
Communities FMU and Home Mitigation FMU sections in the main report).
Thin vegetation along access roads and driveways. This is especially
important for narrow driveways and road segments (see the Access Route
Fuels Modification Recommendations located in the Fuels Modification
Projects FMU section of the main report).

Wherever possible, on driveways and private roads longer than 300 feet, add
pullouts for emergency apparatus. Turnarounds should be constructed at the
end of all driveways and dead-end roads.

Investigate the operational readiness of the water hydrant located at the
corner of Ouray Drive and Oxford Road.

Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes.

A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable.



