
Orange Orchard 
 
FIGURE 9.  

 
 
Hazard Rating:  Low  

Does the neighborhood have dual access roads? Yes 

Are there road grades > 8%? No 

Are all access roads of adequate width? Yes 

Average lot size: 1-5 acres 

Fuel models found in the neighborhood: 1 

Water supply: Hydrants 

Hazards: Inadequate roads, inadequate water supply, 
wood roofs  

 
Description: This community has two distinct areas. Homes are moderate to large and 
sit on medium sized lots. Construction is generally wood siding with asphalt or tile roofs, 
but approximately 40% of the structures have wooden roofs. Addressing is passable. 
There is a good hydrant network in the main part of the subdivision, but Pleasant Ridge 
Road does not have any hydrants. The main part of the subdivision has dual access on 
wide paved roads, but Pleasant Ridge Road is one way in and out. Most properties have 
some defensible space, but flammable ornamental vegetation is very close to structures. 
The primary fuel is short grass. Patches of tall grass (FM 3) exist in certain areas 
combined with different deciduous tree types. Topography is flat.   
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·  Adequate defensible space is recommended for all homes, especially those 
located on the perimeter (see the Plains Communities FMU  and Home 
Mitigation FMU  in the main report for details). 

·  Discourage the use of combustible materials for decks, siding, and roofs. 
Replace all shake roofs with non-combustible types such as metal or 
composite shingle. 

·  Open areas below decks and projections should be enclosed or screened to 
prevent the ingress of embers, and kept clean of flammable materials. 

·  Clean leaf and needle litter from roofs and gutters and away from 
foundations.  

·  Discourage the planting of flammable ornamentals such as conifers within 30 
feet of homes. Encourage the use of fire-and-drought-tolerant plants for 
ornamental plantings, especially within 30 feet of homes (see the Plains 
Communities FMU  and Home Mitigation FMU  sections in the main report). 

·  Add reflective addressing to all driveways and homes. 
·  A large-animal evacuation plan should be developed where applicable. 

 


